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made  on  a plan 
of  variable  ratios 
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For  the  pl,ai}  of  .this  .tfihle;  ;the  families  of 
the  couhif K'  .^he  diVid'pd'  ihto ' i22'  classes.  The 
wealth  per  family  in  a class  is  twice  that  in  the 
next.cLass.heiaw:.'  Theihiiinheryof  families  is 
taken'-aS;diie‘-fifth -of  the  population. 

The  wealth  of  the  United  States  is  assumed 
to  be  $115,000,000,000,  though  it  may  prove  to 
be  more. 

A gradually  changing  ratio  is  used  between 
the  numbers  of  families  in  adjacent  classes, 
except  for  the  top  and  bottom  of  the  table. 
The  ratio  between  classes  5 and  6 is  taken  at  3, 
between  classes  17  and  18  at  about  1 7-10. 

It  appears  to  be  a fact  that  the  ratio  gen- 
erally increases  as  the  wealth  per  family  in- 
creases. Should  the  number  of  millionaires 
be  materially  different  from  7737,  the  table  can 
be  corrected  by  making  changes  in  the  ratios, 
taking  care  that  a ratio  should  not  differ  very 
much  from  the  adjacent  ratios. 

When  more  data  is  available  changes  can 
be  made  in  the  table  to  make  it  conform  to  the 
probable  facts. 

EDWARD  G.  HEWITT. 

New  York,  Feb.,  1912. 

Brooklyn  Borough. 


